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INTED , you 


OME of the 'wiſeſt, and beſt, of men, 
and in the moſt refined ages, have not 
_ only ſhewn a tender regard, but have, 
| elſe, exerciſed n religious care about their 
young and feeble offspring. Me read in the 
biftory of, that famous orator, Marcus 
Tullius Cicero (who das | born about an 
hundred and ſeven years deore Chriſt) thot 
a rite, or ceremony, prevailed, amongft the 
ancient Romans, intirely correſpondent here- 
to. © The child was carried to the temple, 
y the friends and relations of the family, 
© aug before the altars of the gods, recom- 
= © mended to the Protectian of ſome tutelar 
= © W ge To "ht Mons Joever this. 
3 199129 © euſtom. 
* M datetor's Life eln Vol. I. p. 6. 


Frans dot Tubjoined by chat learned au- 
A 2 | thor * 


E 


 enſtom, at firſt, obtained, to the author of 


theſe papers it ſuggeſts a probable argu- 


thor, a quotation from Macrobius, we may 


juſtly conclude, that, this was a cuſtom 
pretty generally practiſed. 


The judicious Reader, it is hoped, will not 
think it an unpardonable deviation from the 


ſubject if the following tranſcript be added, 


from the abovementioned diſtinguiſhed and 
learned writer.” © "The Romans, ſays he, 
« yerc, of all people, the moſt careful and 


exact in the education of their children: 


« their attention to it began from the mo- 


“ment of their birth; when they committed 


ic them to the care of fome prudent matron 
© of reputable character and condition, 
<« whoſe buſineſs it was to form their firſt 
c habits of acting and ſpeaking, to watch 
« their growing paſſions, and direct them 
« to their proper objects; to fuperintend 
« their ſports, and ſuffer nothing immodeſt 
4 or indecent to enter into them; that the 
« mind preſerved in its innocence, not de- 
« graved by a taſte of lalſe pleaſure, * 


EY % 


1 % 


ment; that, the practice (of ſolemn reflec- — 
tion, and ſerious prayer, at the birth of an 
infant) is intirely conſiſtent with the great 
principles of natural, as well as conformable 
40 the diftates of reveled, religion Nor 


be at liberty to n Wer was un- 

dable, and apply its whole ſtrength to 
<< that profeſſion in which it defired to ex- 
<«< cel.” Life of Cicero, p. 9. 

This quotation will appear leſs foreign to 
the ſubject in hand when the Reader is in- 
formed, that, by * ſerious thoughts on the 

birth of a child,” are meant what may be. 
_ peculiar. to its infant-ſtate, or, previous to 
the ſeaſon in which it may be capable of 
reaſon and reflection, or of acting for itſelf 
in the great buſineſs of human life. 


* The 8 . from whom the 
former note was borrowed, alſo informs us, 
that, as ſoon as Romulus came to be a God, 
he was looked upon as ſingularly propitious 


= to the health and ſafety of. young children: 
bo from. which notion, it became a practice for 


A3 nurſes 
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f the parent or, that, it may tend 10 
prediſpoſe ſuch as ſuſtain that character for 
the arduons duties of the ſuccerting ſtages. 


ab his ſhrine; in confidence of a 


de needful, un ne ene to anfwer 
5 n x 


ho TE 

does it ſeem at all abſurd to imagine; that 
it may operate in a way.of moral mfſuence, 
both on parent and chiid; and prove the 


1 it at all n to 57 that; 
it may have a ſalutary, influence. on the mind 


of their dear babes exiſtence + ts Serious and 
coctfes.mnd mothers: to profes their filly i- 


cure or relief by his favor. 
| Letter from Rome; p. 166. 
This ingen ious witer mentions the prac- 1 
tice, indeed, as ſuperſtitious; but he would Þ 
not fix this charge upon them for tkus early 2 
devoting: and: giving up their little ones to 
God: the! folly: and weakneſs: ſeems to be 
this, the ſuppoſing a God extraordinary to 
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thoughtful about the real intereſt of bir be- 

loved offspring, while yet it is incapable of 
thinking for itſelf, will not ſuch a parent 
Ze likely to catch at the earlieſt opportunities 


it may preſent before him of forming its 


tender mind to virtue and religion? Duly 
penetrated with meditations like theſe, which 
follow (and if we are duly peneirated the 
effecis will be abiding) he will be early and 
' earneſt in applying the neceſſary care and © 


culture. The advantages reſulting here- 


From, in this view alone, may be greater 


than we can fully eſtimate. or conceive. , - 
Mor does it ſeem at all abſurd to imagine, 


that, ſuch a practice, as is here refered to, 


may prove beneficial to the dear infants 
themſebves. It cannot, tis true, have any 


moral effeft during their nonage, or before 
They come to the due exerciſe of their mental 


and rational powers, But, ſhould they, live 


_ to an age in which- they are capable of re- 
fleftian-;; ſhould they, then, be told, what 


Were the anxieties 5 their parents bearts; * 


To viii 0 £1 
bow thoſe anxieties operated in producing 
the moſt earneſt. endeavours for ſecuring 
their everlaſting welfare; can wwe concerve 
it, at all improbable, that, this, attended 
with ſuitable exbortations, ſhould, under 


the Pf ing of "ns affect and ne. 2 


them ? N 
77 ˙. x0 

*The Rev. Mr. Robert Trail, an emi-, 
nently ſerious and, learned Scotch divine, 
(who lived in the latter end of the laſt, and me 


+ beginning of this, century) gives the follow- 
ing remarkable account, viz. that, when he 


was about the age of thirteen, or fourteen, 


his pious father (none elſe being preſent but 
his godly mother) took him, his brother, 


and fiſter, who were older than he, into a 


private retirement, related to them, with 


gravity, tears, and love, the great care he 


bad taken of them from their childhood; 
that, he had then devoted them to the Lord, 


&c. urging them, from hence, to dedicate 


themſelves unto Him. The effect was, that, 
they all lived to give good evidence of a truly 
ſerious temper; and, in confequence hereof, 
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1 1 favor and bleſſing of Heaven. God hath 


5 


been graciouſly pltaſed to ſtyle Himſelf © a 
“ Hearer of prayer. Are we not, * 
induced to preſent our petitions for our- 
2 N Will He _ us * | 


IF it is hoped, will be ** FP for ever 
and ever. Allow me to add to this what 

I have read in the writings of the very cele- 
brated Mr. Thomas Bradbury. I do not 
remember any thing,” ſays he, © that ſtruck 
9 « me ſooner with religious thoughts in my. 


„ youth, than my father's telling me how 
* greatly his ſoul was enlarged when he gave 


WD me up to God,” —and, he adds, © if ever 
I have taſted that the Lord is gracious, 
4 L hope it is in conſequence of that ſur- 
render.“ Bradb. Serm, on Bapt. p. 31. 


ferious thoughtfulneſs, accompanied with 
f fervent devotion,” at the birth of a child,” 
may not only have a moral influence, both. 


on the parents and thcir offspring ; they 
ſeem to be ſuitable means. of ſecuring the 
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and will. He be deaf to un when me inet 
fr ibo children's: ſake' of our own bodies? © 
* ay thing” we aſt it ſpall be: given us; 
that cos may, in all things,” by prayer. 
and ſupplication, make known our requeſts. 
uno Cad. Can it be thought, thut, our 
lovely babes, our ſecond, our renewed, felves,. 
are excluded from this. gracious grant? 
No! 440 us e 2 


or: INg's 1 and numerous, if ſwiuly =_ 
 defired on their behalf, <which- He-willi not 
boar then we Budi pron 9 2 | 


Theſe eien. ſerm o n energy 4 } 
weight. Hywever they may be looked upon 
by a faſhionable and unthmking world, the. 4 
writer of theſe Papers hath been deeply af- 
tet ed and zmpreſſed ther eby.. When ih | 0 
firſt. pleaſed. God to place him in ibe in- 
e relation. ef parat bis ſoul was Þ 
almoſt 


1 
almoſt overwhelmed with ſolemnity and ars. 
What he then experienced, he humbly hopes, 
had a beneficial effeft. Happy would he be 
in ſeeing others, in like circumſtances, equal- 
ly influenced; and doubly happy in being the 
bumble inſtrument of accompliſhing what is 
% truly defireable. To a defire of being 
8 thus uſeful may the Public aſcribe the pre- 
ent publication. The author is firmly per- 
= /uaded, that, theſe thoughts are of real im- 
& X portance,in themſelves, he thinks, they have, 
y RX already, been of real ſervice; and he ardent- 
9 wiſhes to fee them ſtill farther ſucceſsful. 
And thus he leaves them to the bleſſing of 
Cod and to the candour of the reader, 


SER I- 


ä 
and will He be deaf torus ben me intreaat 
for. 4b6 children's. ſake' of our own bodies s 
* any thing” due qſt it ſpall be: grom t 
that vos may, in all things,” by prayer. 

and ſupplicution, make known our requeſts. 
unto God, Can it be thought, that, our 
lovely babes, our ſecond, our renewed, ſelves, 
are. excluded. from this. gracious grant? 
Noll. lob. us indulge the.plegfing hope, that, 
for them our Beavenꝭy Father may yet. have 
22 ings large and numerous, if ſeriouſly 
Agſired on their behalf, which He-will! not 
Fail to liom upon them. Aud, if He ill 
08 n aur 7 10 


v reftetons eb n energy tis 

weight. Hywever they may be looked upon 
by a' faſbionable and unthinking world, the. 
 «vrifer of theſe Papers hath been deeply af. 
fefted and impreſſed thereby. When it 
firſt. pleaſed. God to place him inthe im- 
Nan n * his ſoul" was 
_ ulmaſt 
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almoſt overwhelmed with ſolemnity and awe; 
What be then experienced, be humbly hopes, 
had a beneficial effect. Happy would he be 
in ſeeing others, in like circumſtances, equal- 
h influenced; and doubly happy in being the 
= humble inſtrument of accompliſhing what is 
= /» truly defireable. To a defire of being 
= thus uſeful may the Public aſcribe the pre- 

ent publication. The author is firmly per- 
„ faded, that, theſe thoughts are of real im- 
9 3 portance,in themſelves; he thinks, they have, 
y R already, been of real ſervice; and he ardent- 
t: 9 wiſhes to ſee them ſtill farther ſucceſsful. 
And thus he leaves them to the bleſſing of 
= Cod and to the candour of the reader, 
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SERIOUS. — 


INTRODUCTION. 


HERE are but few, it is ſup- 
I poſed, if any, that enter into the 
marriage ſtate, who do not deſire to be 
2 bleſſed with infant-offspring. We ob- 
f ſerve, in general, that © the birth of a 
X < child” is conſidered as a moſt grate- 
ful and pleaſing event. With what de- 
3 | monſtrations of joy is the little ſtranger 
received]! Kind friends, from every 
quarter, felicitate the rejoicing parents; 
and, moſt commonly, it is diſtinguiſh- 
3 ed as a ſeaſon of great family feſtivity. 
ooo often, alas! it is to be feared, the 
pleaſing emotions, occaſioned hereby, 
WWW 


_— 
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2 1 14 1 
may run into exceſs; and ſo, moſt cer- 
tainly, they do when hey iſſue in car- 
nality and intemperance: but, if not, 
if they are kept itlun the ſacred boun- 
daries of reaſon and religion, they are 
what the greateit and the beſt of men 


muſt countenance and approve. 


It will be for our own honor and 
intereſt, and benefieial to thoſe around 
us, if, when we rejoice upon ſuch an 
occaſion, we can'dirett the ſtream of 
ulfection into a godly channel. We 
mould make it our great concern to 
have our feelings, as men, regulated 
and ſanctified, agreeable to our cha- 
raters as benerers, and the frecher 
ha Nu Cunrsr. 

een chen, for a moment, 

to > that benen, part of our Ste 

er . 377% 75,26. % ts Ther- Taps 5 


Ian 
level his Ain ed bis perſon, 
and deſired to be partakers of his bleſſ- 
ings, brought young children; an- 
bother of the ſacred penmen calls them 
4 infants*;” hoping, it may be pre- 
ſumed, that, although they couldl not 
underſtand or believe his doctrine, yet, 
at, even they, might become ſharets 
in thoſe benefits, 'which, He appeared 
on earth to diſpenſe: they brought 
„young children, or infants, that He 
* might touch,“ or, according to an- 
er vs his biographers f, chat, * He 
XZ *© ſhould put his hands on them, and 
pray, (a cuſtom which had very 
much prevailed in the primitive ages) 


imagining, that, tlie benediction of ſo 
vworchy, and excellent, a Perſon, would 
have a happy influence, both on cheir 


3 : Tae, * ane welfare, | The 4 
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<iples, not fully. acquainted with ick 
temper, and the genius of his religion, 
4 rebuked them (the perſons who 
brought theſe little ones) and would 


have fruſtrated their pious intentions. 


„But, when Jeſus faw them, He was 


* diſpleaſed, and ſaid, Suffer the lit- 


<« tle children to come unto Me, and 
10 forbid them not, for of ſuch is the 
* kingdom of God;“ g. d. I have a 
moſt tender regard for them, I con- 
ſider them as part of my important 
charge, they are ſubjects and heirs; 
of that glory, which I appear on earth 
to revele.* He adds, and in a man- 


* ON " 


K * 


ner calculated to engage our moſt ſe- 


rious attention, Verily 1 ſay unto 


* you, whoſoever. ſhall not receive the 
* kingdom of God as a little child,“ 


become a believer, and a diſciple, 
with all the meekneſs, and humility, 
diſcovered by theſe dear and tender 
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£ 209 „ ſhall not enter therein,” 
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© or participate of its glorious and 
© exalted privileges. Having made 
this affecting declaration, He called 
ſome of the lovely cteatures to Him, 
in the moſt amiable and endearing man- 
ner, received them into his inviting 
arms (his heart overflowing with bene- 
volence and goodneſs) laid his hands 
upon, and bleſſed, them: committed 
them to the divine protection and favor, 
treafures of his grace. Who can for- 
bear crying out, Piom and worthy pa- 
cents! Condeſcending and compaſſion- 
ate Saviar! Happy and highly honored 
children! If we are as really and pi- 
3 ; ouſly affected, why may not our off- 
ſpring be as truly and divinely bene- 
ned? r- at ry be ——_ 


'® CHAP. 


\ 
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H . 
M hat a creature a child is. 
Fr. Am, now, a parent; and, ag 


5 ſuch, have been the means of 
bein into the world a feeble, help- 


leſs, creature; whoſe plaintive cries, 


daily, penetrate my ears; whoſe viſi- 


ble diſtreſs, continually, ſtrikes my eye; 
whoſe weakneſs, and diſeaſe, ſtill pain, 


and almoſt overwhelm my heart. A 


creature ſubject to thoſe grievous dil- 


tempers, liable to thoſe tortures and 


convulſions, by which ſuch multitudes, 


at its weak, and tender, age, fall vic- 
tims to the great deſtroyer. A puny 
being which calls for the moſt affection- 


ate, and unwearied, care; but, which 


may, * all that can de 
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1 10 1 
Lone to prevent it, be ſnatched away 
by remorſeleſs death. Oft has the de- 
licate bud been ſmitten by a fatal 
blight, and withered, e' er its beauteous 
leaves had time to expand. Here 
pauſe, and drop a ſilent tear. 


8 2. But, as a godly, chriſtian, pa- 
rent, I would not reſt my meditations 
here. I turn my thoughts to that no- 
bler nature, and advert to thoſe exalt- 
ed powers, of which my tender off- 
= fpring is poſſeſſed. This lovely babe, 
the gift of Heaven, is alſo a creature ſpi- 
ritual, rational, immortal; capable of re- 
ceiving divine impreſſions, attaining the 
higheſt degrees of moral excellence, and 
enjoying felicity ineffable throughout 
dme endleſs ages of a bliſsful eternity. 


1 ; | It is endued with faculties which, how- 


ever weak, and imperfect, now, may. 
4 | be in perpetual advance, may grow and 
floriſn © amid the war of elements, the 
3 1 ft.... 
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e of mater, and the cruſh of 


« works.” 


alſo liable to the moſt awful deſtruction 


Its immortality may prove its curſe! 


It may fink, from deep, to deeper mi- 
ſeries ; may deſcend, from gulf to gulf, 


in the abyſs of torment ! May fall a 


prey to tyrant luſts; may prove a fiend 
m wickedneſs, in the n world ! 
And, at laſt, may be conſigned to that 
lake, which burns, with fire and brime- 
Kone, for ever and ever! Good God 


impreſs the thought, with energy, upon 


my heart! 


Yes, my dearly beloved child, thou 
muſt be an heir of happineſs, or miſery, 
mamortal in its nature; ineffable, and 
©conceivable, in its degree: ſhalt af- 
end, perpervally, an ornament of the 
creation of God, or ſink, eternally, the 

diſ- 


But oh, tremendous thought ! It is 
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Acres of chy high original, the ch. 
horrence of beholdding worlds. 


4 Thy foyl is of greater importance, 
« and big "with greater events, than the 
1 gemporal ſalvation of an whole king- 
4% gam, though it were for the ſpace 


ö of ten thauſand ages; becauſe there 
a ind op 6H agents 
2 & eternity, when it ſhall have exiſted 
. P 25 many ages, as all the individuals 
; af an whole kingdom, ranged ip 
i 5 cloſe ſueceſſion, will in the Whole 
* * have exiſted in the ſpace of ten thou: 
2 * ſand ages; therefore is is capable of 
2 larger ſhare of happineſs or miſery, 
„throughout an endleſs eternity, for 
w ** that will ſtill be before it. more than 
Wy * a whole kingdom is capable of in 
= IT F< ten thouſand ages *,” 2 
* 1 Ah! what 2 creature is this, of 
7 which I am now the parent Amortgll 


* Dr, YE: - 


1 2 J 
An immortal! Each moment liable to 
the ſtroke of death! Yet capable of 
enjoying a POPE 4 and undecaying 

EEE" 


2 


But oh, how painful is the thought! 
This babe, as a child of mine, comes 9 
into the world defiled, and corrupt. 
A vile depravity prevails,” and reigns, 
cover all our infant-race, and mine a- 
mong the reſt, even over all who have 
not ſinned after the ſimilitude of Adam's 
tranſgreſſion . From evidence, which 
q I dare not contradict, it is but too ab- 
| undantly apparent, they are conceived 
3 in ſin, and ſhapen in iniquity T. Born 
| + likethewildaſYscolth, ignorant, rude, 
1 and untractable. What is man that he 
Fil | ſhould be clean? or he that is born of 
wo a woman, that he ſhould be righteous || ! 
1 1 ſee, I feel, I know, myſelf to be a ſin- 
| Rom. v. 14. 7 P.. li. 5. 4 Job? xi. 
1 _ xv. ba 
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1 23 ] 
ner; this little one, as derived from me, 
in all reſpects, partaking of my nature, 
. 1 | muſt be ſo likewiſe; for who can bring 
a clean thing out of an unclean? Eter- 
nal Truth declares, not one *. It is, 
by nature, a child of wrath, even as 
others +. As it is born of the fleſh, it 
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A muſt be fleſh ; as the one is contami- 
3. nated and impure, the other muſt be 
- alſo. An evil tree cannot bring forth 
„ 3 : E: good fruit ||. I look upon it, there- 
„ fore, as eſtranged from the womb, go- 
A ing aſtray from God as ſoon as it is 
3 born §. I felt within myſelf, and, as 
ed far as I can obſerve, diſcover in others, 
rn from the earlieſt age, a ſad alienation 
de, of heart from, and a ſtrong averſion 


and reluctance againſt, all that may 
be called truly good. What a dark- 
neſs, and ignorance, invelopes and 
overſpreads the mind | What a ſtub- 
Job xiv. 4. . + Eph. it. 3. f John iii 
6. | Matt, vii. 18.  P. lviii. 3, 
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mortal race, declare, that, in us dwell» 
SR 1 
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ce, adopt the apoſtol 
and including even the youngeſt of our 
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and poſſeſſed the will! What a taint 


and pollution hath 
rupted the 


juſti 
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* Alas! my dear, 


„babe, it 
hen 1 


94 


rin · 
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the degenerate ſeeds 
* of a moral, and fpiritual, death: 
* that, in the ſcripture ſtyle, and lan- 
% guage, thou mayſt, 


« 


k, that, not only haſt 
I cannot reflect without 


« painful anxiety of heart, that, un- 


ed, from me, the 
* ciple of a natural, and animal, life; 


In 


th 
** 


ominated dead, dead in treſpaſſes, 


* and fins +. 


* 
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« jeſs thou art formed anew, by an 

« energy divine, whatever thine exter- 

<« nal advantages, eternal death muſt 

<« be thy certain portion. It is the 

clear, undoubted. teſtimony of Him 

« who is the faithful and true Witneſs, 
= < that, except even thou art horn a- 

gegn, and by a heavenly birth, thou 

| 3 # | * canſt not enter into the kingdom of 

1 AX © God *. Thou ſhalt become a n 

i Þ © able ouccaſt from che regions of 
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1 ar a world every child i is born into, 


Sr t. UC H the nature, © apes: 3 
O and circumſtances, of my be: 
loved offspring ; let me, now awhile, 3 ; 
| contemplate the ſtate to which it is in- 
troduced. . And ſuch, I am fully con- 
vinced, it is, that, whatever my ſitu Ml 
ation and advantages in life, I am well 
_ aſſured, there i is no forecaſt, or ende? 
vor, of mine which will inſure it an 
enjoyment capable of yielding a full and 
real ſatisfaftion. The world, I know, 
by ſad experience, 1s empty, void, and 
waſte. What the wiſe man found, the 
effect of all his labor, I am obliged 
to ſubſcribe, as my own experience, 
viz. that, © Vanity of vanities, all is 
« yanity and vexation of ſpirit “.“ 
of: 77 7-® Beck L 2. 
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1 Here, nothing 1 is to IM found tlie to 
the capacious and exalted nature with 
which my child, as a thinking and im- 
material ſpirit, is endowed. ** It's ſoul 
dis a deep and wide-extended gulf; 
1 „ throw riches, honors, and ſenſitive 
es, j pleaſures into it, it receives them, 
e: and ſays, It is not enough. Only an 
le, all- ſufficient and everlaſting GOD 
n- WF is an adequate and ſatisfying portion 
n- to unbounded wiſhes, and an im- 
u- mortal nature *. Alas! poor babe, 
ell MF this earth, on which thou, now, art 
entered, even couldſt thou poſſeſs the 
whole of what it contains, is not ad- 
apted to thy vaſt deſires. E'er long 
and thou wilt be convinced, as I have 
been, that it is, at beſt, no better than 
a flying cloud, an empty vapor, an 
unſubſtantial and deluſive dream. 


FC $2. A world, as s fluctating and pre- 
„ carious, as it is empty, and unſatisfy- 
1 . * Pearſal's Meditations on Ocean, p. 29. 
re, 3 
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ing. The faſhion of it, like the airy 
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fatally dangerous one, „ eee 


with hazards, filled with ſnares, preg- 


nant with numerous temptations, where 


are continually hunting for the precious 


life. A world where enormous vice is, 
4 | oftentimes, triumphant, and ſignal vir- 
tue the melancholy ſubject of vile diſ- 


grace, The unworthy proud are de- 
nominated happy, ſuch as daringly do 


7 wickednefs are ſet up, and thoſe who, 
| unpiouſiy, tempt Gop are delivered. 


This young adventurer is now launch - 
ed out upon the ſea of life; a raging 
and tempeſtuous ocean; where it muſt 
be expoſed to many a ſtormy blaſt ; a- 
mid horrid rocks and fatal ſhoals ; ſur- 


$ rounded by numerous floating wrecks; 


and perpetually liable to be foundered, 
and irrecoyerably loſt. What boding 
dreads * my anxious heart! So 


frail, 


2 
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frail, "gud Sabie a creature! Tn ſuch 
a ſituation! Who would not fear? 
Its fortune, honor, morals, and its ſoul, 
may all be loſt. The glitterings of va- 
nity, the blandiſhments of ſenſe, the 
rod of oppreſſion, the inſidious wiles 


of the wicked one, are ſo many threat- 


ning evils to alarm a 2 parent, with 
anxious fears. | 


© $4. More eſpecially do theſe thoughts ; 
affect and impreſs my mind when, far- 
ther, I reflect, that, it is a ſtate from 


which I may ſoon, and ſuddenly, be 
removed. Was it indeed a certain fact, 


that, I ſhould be continued, I hope, 


it would be my endeavor to pray for, 


to watch over, to guard, and defend, 
my dear, expoſed offspring. But alas! 
what is more precarious than human 
life ! My breath is in my noſtrils ; 


and, e'er my babe ſhall know it hath 


A Parent, I ay be taken off, by an un- 


5 e 
a 


16 39 


3 9 ſtroke, ſhut up in the houſe 
B of darkneſs, that dreary ſtate, where 

no work, nor knowledge, nor wiſdom, 
nor device, are to be found! What 
vill become of the poor helpleſs or- 
phan? Where is there any like-minded 
| who will, equally, care for its ſoul ? 
This tender and defenceleſs lamb may 
be left expoſed, in the rude and deſo- 
late wilderneſs, ſurrounded with thoſe 
ts ravuenous beaſts, which are continually 
WM proving in ſearch of prey, and ever 
ready to devour. 
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Hether 1 ſhall go before, 


and we 
tenced 


and after 


this the judgment. My ſoul, and that 


or follow, my dear-loved 


is appoint- 


diately, be ſen- 


mall, both of us, imme 


L 


Partnt and child uſt meet before the great 


— 


t, of this, I have a firm 


perſuaſion, that, e'er long, our aſhes 


will be mingled with the common earth. 


8 


Bu 


ground as it was. It 
ed unto all men, once, to die 


W 


babe, is only known to Him, in whoſe 


o 


fore the throne of God. Our ſtate will, 


there, be finally determined 


hand our breath is, and, whoſe are all 


to the 


F 1. 
Our duſt, however curiouſly framed 


and modelled now, muſt, ſoon, return 
of my precious infant, muſt appear be- 


out ways. 
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winads to a happineſs, or miſery, great, 
beyond the utmoſt ſtretch of our finite 
ideas and conceptions. We muſt de- 
part into the aſſigned abodes, in that 
world of ſpirits; either to wait with 
eager hope, or forebode with diſmal an- 
guiſh, the day of final audit. Great 
day, for which all other days were 
X < made!” A ſeaſon which ſhall be 
== opened by the tremendous ſound of the | 
great archangel's trump : when the Son 
of man ſhall come, with power, in the 
clouds of heaven; : ſhall appear in his 
7 own, and in his Father's, glory, and in 
that of the holy angels. Before Him 
{ ſhall be gathered all nations: and, a- 
mong them, perſons of widely differing 
circumſtances, and characters. Not 
only, the high and low, the rich and 
Poor; but, particularly, “ the great 
and the ſmall.” Theſe. ſhall appear 
n cheir oper relations, and different 
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8 2, In that dread period every man 
muſt give an account of © himſelf” to 
God. The Lord grant, that, as an 
individual, I may find mercy! But, 
not for myſelf, alone, for my dear off- 
ſpring, likewiſe, ſhall I, then, be an- 
fwerable. This babe, which I have re- 
ceived as a gift, was, alſo, beſtowed upon 
me as a truſt, a precious and invaluable 
truſt, Before the aſſembled univerſe, 
will it be, again, demanded at my hands. 


it was committed to my care, I duly 
diſcharged the ſacred obligations of a 
Chriſtian parent, muſt then be known 
and publicly revealed. At the requiſi- 
tion of my ſovereign Judge, I ſhall be 
obliged to anſwer, © Here am I, Lord, 
ds "wi the child which Thou haſt given 
me.” O how ſhallI appear? Should 
11 inquiry, then, be made, Was 
< there no want of affection? no omiſ. 
* ſion of duty? nothing left undone- 
OE „ which 


'F-$8:-3 
ee which the Chriſtian religion required 
to be performed on its behalf?“ Can 
1, faithfully, ſo reply as to be approved 
by a righteous God, and the unbiaſſed 
dictates of my own impartial conſcience? 
This, ſurely, is a thought of 1 


4 Morne nt, and conce e rn. | 


53. To that folemb, ;alfrncde, 1 
Tf fhall this child be called. There, J, 
its parent, muſt behold it graciouſly 
L | acquitted, or righteouſly condemned, 
in conſequence of which it will become 
an heir of happineſs, or miſery, large 
as its vaſt deſires, and laſting as its im- 
mortal nature. That it i is a depraved, 
and guilty, creature, ſe ſcems plain from 
many notorious facts. The weaknelles, 
and pains, to which it is daily ſubje&, 
muſt be the effects of God's as pleaſüre 
a gainſt ſin, that abominable ching which 
his foul hateth. Fain would I hope, 
© | indeed, from the Boundleſs ben ienify 
I SS of 


Ty. 


of the Divine Nature; from the many 
gracious declarations made by our re- 
conciled God and Father through Jeſus 
Chriſt in favor of his people's ſeed; 
from the amazing tenderneſs, and affec- 
tion, diſcovered by the dear Redeemer, 
towards that helpleſs part of our race; 
that, it * may” be an heir of ever- 
laſting mercy. Yet, after all, if, even 
in the earlieſt ſtages of human life, 
nothing is done on its behalf, it is left 
to uncovenanted mercy and goodneſs. 
And ſhall I be no ways apprehenſive? 
ſhall I be intirely ſecure? I behold it 
as, by nature, a child of wrath ; bear- 
ing viſible tokens of God's Aire 
againſt ſin; under that awful ſentence 
which is denounced, even againſt thoſe 
who have not ſinned after the. ſimili- 
tude of Adam's tranſgreſſion. When 
I reflect, that, in theſe circumſtances it 
may appear before the dread tribunal, 
before that tribunal to be Judges ad. 3 
S en. | 
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ſentenced ; how ſolemn and affecting 
is the thought! Can I be quite cer- 
tain? Am l abſolutely ſure my child 
will be ſafe? That my child muſt 
appear in judgment, that, it muſt be 
juſtified or condemned; that, it muſt. 
be ſaved, or loſt, for ever and ever! _ 
Theſe are, to me, moſt ſerious 4 wei ighty 


5 thoughts. 
fe, 5 4. Can 1 3 even a the diſtant ap- 


parehenſion, that, I muſt ſee my child 
3 depart? depart accurſed ? depart into 
fre, prepared for the devil and his 
angels? It pains me to think of this 
as the dreadful doom of © any” of 


are f my fellow creatures: but, oh! to think 
ace 1 of it as the lot of my own dear child! 
* The offspring of my own body going 
1h- 


to be tormented in that raging flame ! 
And, as it deſcerids, perhaps, ſcream- 
Ing, or howling for tenfold vengeance 


on me for my cruel neglects! How 
9 3 bit 


l 


7 1 
r 11 
* Ta +3 : 
55 14 
1 0 
't G 
Sr DFT 5 
- »"$; 4 
7 1 
12 +: 
ys 7 
1 A 
£8 } 
„ = 
n 
* \ 
*Þ 
3 
1 
4 
. 
. 
111 
* 
3 ' 
F335 
. ”" 
175 
5 . 
LEE 
14 
2 
1 1 
F 
y 4 
* 1 
"of * 
FE bo 
i ++ J 
I 
y + 4 
o 
. „ 1 
\ * 
21 
15 
*® © 
l * 
p , 
| 7 
as © 
4 - : 
, 
i * 
TE 
* 
3 
* > 
£8 
1 F q 
2357 $5? 
1. 
| . 
4 
= © 46 
F - 
N PHE 
| 
_ Tix 
SE Pig bo 
1 
4 
. 
1431 
2 * 
5. 
'Y 11 
9 
* * 
1 
"it 
111 
T*j: 
+ 
"iT 


7 
1 
131 
> - - 
GS 3 
[ $; + 
1 
* £1 
5H 
' XS 
o . : 
3 
055 
1 
4 1 
3 
2K 
wt 
$1 
151 
LI 
£245. 
& 
1 
N 


—— — _ 
12 © 


— 1 — * 


— — > 
— I Rh. MP — 

- Ki 4 >» - 

- - — = "7 ——— 


— 


—— — — 


aà more enlivening theme. And may 


born, whole names are written in hea- 
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W 1 
bitter the anguiſh of my ſoul, ſhould 
this tremendous ruin, in that dread day, 
be juſtly chargeable to my account 
— I be free from a diſtreſsful ap- 
prehenſon if | haye dane nothing to 
prevent this? The ſcene, i in proſpect, 
_ mul} be diſmal, and terrifying ,, 3 
But, ſtap, my ſoul, divert thy gloomy 
thoughts, indulge thy meditations on 


1 not cheriſh the pleaſing hope of fee- 
ing it among thoſe happy ones who 
kave part in the firit reſurrection? A 
ſharer with that bleſſed and innumera- 
ble throng, the church of the firſt- 


ven? As a part of the dear Redeemer's 
purchaſe, cloathed with the robes of 
his all perfect righteouſneſs, and a par- 
taker with Him in his immortal glory? 
Thraugh the infinite grace of a kind 
and compaſſionate God, in accepting 


my feeble prayers Fad endeavors. on 
its 


2 4 12 1 
1 * 
_ 

. 
= 
= 
3 
8 

= 
"ul 
2 
WD 
"20 
7 

53 & 

_—__ 
op 

N = 
22 ; 

"T8 

4 2 
1 
24 
5 
8p 


CORTE 

* * 0 
=o 
"7 
. WT 

1 . 

SEM 

wy , 


L oo } 


| its behalf, it may ſing praiſes, for the 
? relation in which I now ſtand to it, 
© | throughout the ages of a. neyer-ending 

* WM cternity. To meet this part of my 

? MH dear charge, in the heavenly ſtate, af- 
, fords a moſt delightful proſpect. 

' what mutual congratulations will paſs. 
E at that happy interview! Bleſſed pa- 

I rent] bleſſed child! May I not, then, 

. with exulting triumph ſay, What is 

Y my hope, or joy, or crown of rejoic- 

q ing, is not even this babe in the pre- 

* ſence of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, at his 

& coming? For theſe (will pious pa- 

” rents be ready to. declare concerning 
ts . the ſouls of thoſe children to whom 
1 God hath rendered them really uſeful, 

f for theſe) «re our glory and joy c 
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What «pr fue for in chil 


; . QERIOUS thoughts, affect. 


ing meditations, theſe | Ad. 


a to impreſs a tender parent's mind, 
to fill his foreboding heart, with fo. 
lemnity and awe, upon fo intereſting 
an event as the © birth of a child.” 
Are they not calculated to excite ſome 
correſpondent deſires? This, it is 
highly probable, was experienced ag 
their effect by thoſe pious perſons of 
whom we read in the evangelic hiſtory, 
when they brought their dear little ones 


to our divine Maſter, and intreated for 


them his gracious benediction. And 
have not I ſome of the ſame warm and 
Pathetic feelings for my dear, tender, 
and expoſed offspring? When I refle& 


on 


_” 


e ant. —ů — a. 


1 


TI 4} 5 
on the weakly frame, the dangerous 
ſituation, and in ſuch a world as this, 
can I do otherwiſe than wiſh, that it 
may be taken under the ſpecial care 
3 and guardianſhip of a conſtantly ſuper- 
intending Providence? Can I do other- 
XX wiſe than expreſs a lively concern, that, 
as far as may be conſiſtent with God's 
glory, and with the real welfare of my 
child, it may be defended againſt thoſe 
IJ | threatening diſorders, thoſe agonizing 
WM pains, to which it is, in its infantile 
ſtate, expoſed? Fain would I have it 
ſecured, . amidft thoſe numerous, and 
fatal, dangers wherewith I know it to 
be ſurrounded, I dread, I am pained 
at my very heart, when I reflect upon 
IT the diſtreſs, convulſions, and death, 
by which it is, every moment, liable 
to be ſeized, Oh that my babe might 
be preſerved ! Oh that it might grow 
nn ſtature, increaſe in ſtrength, and im- 
prove in every © external” grace! 
3 . 8 2. But 


„ 

82. But 1 cannot ſuppreſs, I am 
deeply penetrated with, a more tender 
concern, ſolicitude, and anxiety, for 
its intellectual powers. 1 wiſh, 
that, it may be bleſſed with an inward 
_ adorning z embelliſhed with all the 
| beauties, and ſtrengthened in all the 
powers, of the mind, Thar, in its 
genius, it may be found, and health. 

ful. I ſee not, it is true, in its fee- 
bleſt ſtate, any marks of taſte or ratio- 
nality or judgment: I know not, whe. 
ther it will be endued with wiſdom, or 
abſorbed in the groſſeſt folly, I fhall 


bud of reaſon begin to farm; the ſhoots i 
af genius fend forth their early leaves; 
that I may be able, in ſome degree, to 
prognaſticate irs future proſperity and 
ſucceſs, Oh that its ſpirityal capacities 
might be large and extenſive! That, 
it might be qualified to grow in wil- 
com as it * in ſtature That, its 
IN 


watt, with longing deſire, to ſee the FF 


”" N cv Tf "7 &. 


43 } 


mental endowments might. be diſtin 


gained. and illuſtrious! That all the 
ts in which it now appears in- 


volved may be diſperſed! That it may 
be qualified to diſtinguiſh between 
8 and error! And that, all through 


Ufe, it may be irradiated with che beams 


of pure and untainted light | 


* cannot help ON it may have 
ſuch a ſhare of health, and capacity, 
both af body and of mind, as ſhall 
qualify it for going through the jour- 


ney of life with great Ne ſatis- 
k þ faction, and! honor. 


i 3. However, this is not all; 1 have 5 


nobler wiſhes, and a more folicitous 
concern, on account of my tender off- 
ſpring. Surely, every one who hath. 
felt, himſelf, muſt be defirous, thar, 
his child might, alſo, experience the 


power of real and vital on. Senſi- 


ble 


[ 4] 

ble that my dear babe, lovely and 
beauteous as it may appear in a fond 
Parent's eyes, is a ſinful and depraved 
creature, I cannot but be ſolicitous, 
that, it may be regenerated, and born 
again ; that, Gov will renew and ſanc- 
tify it by his Spirit and grace; thar, 
it may be created anew unto good 
works *,” and thoroughly fitted for the 
e of heaven, I moſt earneſtly 
wiſh, and deſire, there may be in it 
ſome good thing towards the God of 
Iſrael +. For this end, would I, moſt 
ſeriouſly caſt it upon God from the 
womb 1; that, from thence, it may 
be holden up and ſuſtained by his all- 
powerful and gracious arm ||. Oh that 
it might pleaſe my heavenly Father to 
ſeparate 1 it from this early period, and 
call it by his efficacious grace F! and 


Erh. l. 1 + 1 Kings xiv. 13. | 
C Gal. 1. 15. 


reveal 


8 


reveal his Son in its heart! This is 
my moſt ardent and affectionate prayer, 


that it may be raiſed from the dread- 


ful ruins of the fall, reſtored to a 
bleſſed reſemblance of the divine image, 


filled with the moſt noble and exalted 
virtues, and made meet to be a par- 


taker of that glorious inheritance a- 


mong the ſaints 1 in Bont. 


8 Fo With | painful anxiety, I behold 
2 dreadful curſe ſuſpended, and ready 
to burſt, with tremendous fury, on the 


| ſed of evil-doers. | I tremble while 1 
recollect that awful judgment which, 
I by one man's offence, is come on all 


to condemnation *.” I am deeply 
affected with the thought, that, by 
his diſobedience, even our tender off- 


ſpring are conſtituted ſinners. It is, 


therefore, my warm and ſanguine de- 


fire, that, by the righteouſneſs of One, 


Rom. v. 18, 19. 
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che free gift may alſo come to jtfhifi: 


cation of life, That, as the vety fatal 


effects of the firſt Adam's fin extend 
to all our dear infant-progetiy; fo, the 


ſalutary benefits of the ſecond Adatn's 
righteouſneſs may likewiſe be freely 
confer'd on mine. O may it hever, 


by any wilful fin, or obſtinate un- 


belief, intail upon itſelf the miſery of 
the former, or be excluded from the 


benefits of the latter! I ſee the in- 


portance and would therefore, moſt 


feriouſly pray, that, this my dear child 


may be juſtified through the blood, 


as well as ſanctified by the Spirit, of 
our Lord Jeſus. O that it might be 
cloathed with the righteouſtiefs, ac- 
cepred through the merits of, and ina 
ritled to the bleſſings laid up in, the 
great Redeemer ! May it be juſtified 
freely, accepted. in the Beloved, and 


ſo have a right to, and, in due time, 


be put in poſſeſſton of, all the bleſſings 
of © the + new and everlaſting covenant ! 


$ 5. Thus 


a+ 


8 8. Thus have I contemplated: my 
dear and precious babe, as frail and 
mortal, ſinful and corrupt; lodged in 
a dying world; yet, as an immortal, 
capable of happineſs or miſery through- 
out a long forever: how can I do other- 
wiſe than wiſh, and deſire, that, it may 
be an heir of unfading glory? that, it 
may be ſafe throughout the rounds of 
a never-ending eternity? Yes, it is, 
it muſt be, the language of my very 
ſoul, Oh that my child might then 
live—live when time itſelf ſhall die 


3 | Jzsus C HRIST l“ Should it early be 


removed from hence, may it be to all 
the joys of Abraham's boſom! Or, 
ſhould it longer be continued here, 


may it be gathered, at laſt, as a ſhock; 


of corn, into the celeſtial garner! Fain; 


| would 1 indulge the pleafing hope, 
that, I may ſtand with confidence be- 


fore Ws you — , and 
7 hear 


14873 


hear his approving voice; oh that 1 
might be able to ſay, not only, Here 
__ *< am1, Loxy,” but, here, alſo, is 
© the child which Thou haſt given 
eme.“ Oh, with what joy would it 
fill my, now, anxious heart, ſhould 1 
fre this tender babe a darling of my 
heavenly Father's ſoul, advanced to 
all the dignity of an illuſtrious angel, 
cloathed with increaſing glory,” the 
bright reſemblance of its Father and 
its Gop ! I would not contract, or li- 
mit, my wiſhes, on its behalf, within 
the narrow boundaries of earth, nor 
reſtrain them to the ſhort duration of 
time itſelf: it is for heaven and glory, 


for a far more exceedin 
weight thereof, my ſoul aſpires, and 
that I would moſt ſincerely and affec-. 
tionately plead, in the name of my 
dear and much- loved offspring. Oh 
the extatic joy it muſt afford me, to 
We it ſtanding on the heavenly Zion, 

amidſt 


, 


1 9 J 

amnidſt the general aſſembly and church 
bf the Firſt-born, cloathed with the 
beautiful garments of ſalvation, join- 
ing the choir of cherubim and ſeraphim 
to ſing the ſong of Moſes and of the 
Lamb! What tranſport to behold it 
thus for ever and ever, 


8 6. With a view to all theſe ble: 
ing would I now bring my dear babe, 
in the way of prayer and dedication, | 
in the arms of faith and love, preſent 
it at the divine footſtool, expreſs my 
affectionate deſires, and reſign it to the 
_ diſpoſals of infinite mercy and good- 
neſs. - On ſuch an event, “the birth 
Jof a child,” as appears to me, it can 
by no means be improper to recognize 
my. covenant, and renew my engage- 
ments to be the Lord's. When I firſt 
gave up myſelf to the Father, through 
Jeſus Chriſt, by one Spirit, it was my 
ſincere deſire, that I, and all belong- 
. WF 
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wa to me, might be his in the bonds 


of an everlaſting covenant. Fain would 
I hope, that, the promiſe, which ex- 
tends to me, may reach, alſo, to my 
tender offspring; and, that, the ador- 


able Jehovah will be a God to my ſeed = 


after me, May I not endeavor, then, 


as it were, to inſert the name of my 


child, alſo, into this ſacred compact? 
and to continue the high privilege of a 
covenant-relation to God in my family? 


5 . . „ have read of a houſehold | 


all whoſe branches ſeemed to have 


an early, and more than common, 
< ſenſe of religion; for which a judi- 


< cious and grave man gave this rea- 


1 OS that, next to the ſpecial favor 


* and grace of God, he thought it 
<«< owing to the religious ſolemniry and 
& ſeriouſneſs, with which the head of 
< the funily devoted his children to 


God.“ As ſoon, therefore, as 1 


-* Bennet's Chriſtian Oratory, p. 449. 


1 
um a parent, in the earlieſt ſtage of 
my dear infant's life, I will go with it 
to the footſtool of divine mercy, and 
yield it up to the Hand from whence 
it came. To that kind and gracious 
God, who gave it, would I humbly 
and chearfully reſtore it back again. 
I will go to my almighty God, and 
acknowledge, with the greateſt 
e thankfulneſs and joy, his abſolute 
« right in me and all that is mine. 
This child, which He hath given me, 
I receive as from his hand. It is 
© his, for He hath formed and re- 
© deemed it by the blood of his only- 
* begotten Son, To Him, there- 
fore, would I now ſolemnly devote 
and give it up; to be guarded by 
© his providence; miniſtered to by his 
angels; influenced by his Spirit; 
conducted ſafe through the dangers 
6 and evils of this world; and pre- 


D 83 ſerved py 


1 
<« ſerved to his everlaſting kingdom 
and glory in the other,” * 


* Towgood. 


It will perhaps be conſidered as a capi- 
tal omiſſion, in this laſt chapter, that no 
notice is taken of infant-baptiſm. The 
Author begs leave, therefore, to obſerve, 
whatever may be his own particular ſenti- 
ments on that point, that, many ſerious 
perſons cannot view it as a Chriſtian ordi- 
nance; who are, nevertheleſs, convinced 
of the fitneſs, and propriety, of dedicating 
their offspring to God; and would be glad 
to have ſomething which might excite, and 
aſſiſt, to ſo commendable a practice. Upon 
this account, he hath endeavoured ſo to ex- 
preſs himſelf, that Antipœdobaptiſts might 
not be diſguited, and that theſe Serious 
Thoughts“ may be-uſeful to them as well 
as to. thoſe of a contrary opinion. It ap- 
peared to him better to confine himfelf in- 
tirely to what is moral, and practical, than 
to run any hazard of fruſtrating his deſign, 
by introducing what hath been a ſubject: of 
much ſtrife and debate. . 
CHAP. 
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CHAP. v. 


PRAVERS | on the Birth of a Child, de- 


Signed to offift pious Parents in dedicat- 


Ing their lil. ones to Gor. 


PRAYER 5 5 


Lmighty Gop | thou univerſal 
Father, whoſe ſovereign will 


gives birth to man, and all his tender 
offspring : Parent of good by whoſe 
ſuſtaining energy our race is ſtill pre- 
ſerved, and made to rejoice in all the 
benefits of a comfortable and happy 


_ exiſtence: I, thy creature, rational and 


immortal, deſire to be thankful, that, 


I bear a part among thy works, and 
am diſtinguiſhed with ſo * a ſtation 
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as to be denominated one of thy ſpi· 
ritual offspring. At thy ſacred foot- 


ſtool would I bow with the lowlieſt re- 


verence and awe; while, with my lips, 


I chearfully acknowledge the tender 
Hand, which gives me life, and breath, 
and all things richly to enjoy. 


Thee, the great Maſter, and Lord 


of all, would I moſt reverently adore, 


as the Author of that exiſtence into 
which my little babe is born. I thank 


Thee, that, I am now increaſed, and 
made an humble inſtrument in thy hand 
of continuing the human race, as mo- 


numents of thy power and gracious | 
providence, 


This child, a rational and immortal 
creature, the product of infinite wiſ- 
dom, energy, and goodneſs, would I 
accept as a valuable and important gift; 
4 truſt, for which it becomes me to be 

con- 


K 


concerned, and ſolicitous, while I con- 


tinue here on earth; and of which 1 
muſt give up a ſtrict account, amidſt 


all the vaſt ſolemnities of the approach- 
ing judgment-day. 


Fountain of mercies! from Thee this 


comfort flowed; to Thee I now return 


it back again. With ſeriouſneſs, and 
unfeigned ſincerity, would I acknow- 
ledge thy right and property therein : 
do with it, Lord, as may ſeem beſt in 


thy ſight, For life, or death, I would 
deſire it may be wholly, and only, 
thine, May it be a child of God, an 
heir of Thee, the Father, and a joint- 


heir with thy beloved Son Jeſus Chriſt, 


I deſire to be deeply ſenſible what 
is incumbent upon me, not only as a 
tender and affectionate, but alſo, as a 


Chriſtian and believing, parent. And, 
therefore, I now commend my beloved 


D 4 babe 
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babe to thy patronage and bleſſing; 
Numerous are the dangers wherewith 
it is ſurrounded : many are the threat- 
ning ſickneſſes, racking pains, and pin- 


ing wants, of its earlieſt years. I am 


convinced of the various evils to which 


this little ſtranger in our world is, at 
the preſent time, expoſed. My foul is 


affected, and alarmed, at a recollection 


of their direful ſource, I am, myſelf, 


a ſinner againſt my God; and this babe, 


as deſcended from me, is, thereby, an 
heir of guilt, as well as miſery. Oh! 
my almighty Friend, do Thou deliver 
it from theſe woful calamities. Pity 

the ſufferings of its infant age. Sup- 


port amidſt all the pains of this tender 


ſtate. Cleanſe from the defilement it 
may have contracted, as my offspring, 


from me, a finful creature. Beſtow 
upon it a double portion of thy bleſſed 
Spirit. And, after having conducted 
it through the countleſs weakneſſes, 


* 


tempta- 


1 7 1 


temptations, and trials, of this preſent 


ſtate, make it an heir of unfading im- 


mortality, and ineffable bliſs and glory. 
Oh, that I, and this my much- loved 

child, might be ſo happy as to meet, 
at laſt, in the general aſſembly, and 
church of the Firſt- born, whoſe names 
are written in heaven! Grant this, O 

moſt merciful Father, for the ſake of 
Jeſus Chriſt my Savior and Redeemer. 
Amen. = 


PRAYER I. 


Thou great Former of my mor- 

tal body; thou glorious Father 

of my never-dying ſpirit! to Thee am 
I indebted for this new and precious 
gift, which is now put into my hands. 
Thanks be to thy name, that, I am, 
mY days the parent of a living child. 
This 


33 « - Sts; "a hs © * 3 
i : N n * ö . 0 * 4 ee 9 * * py * hes — * 4 Ot * as K * 
FEC 


[ 8 1 


This fruit of thy goodneſs would 1 
receive with joy, and acknowledge 
with the warmeſt gratitude. Bleſſed 
be thy holy Name for ever and ever. 


With deep ſolemnity and awe I bow 


before Thee, under an affecting ſenſe 
of the important character I now ſuſ- 
tain. I fear and tremble when I con- 
template the weighty charge which is 


this day intruſted to my care. Lord 
help me rightly to conſider the id 
incumbent upon me. 


This lively:babe; which Thou haſt 


given me, I behold poſſeſſed of a body, 


weakly, helpleſs, and diſeaſed ; liable 
to FIRE: pains and miſery. 


But I nod bs moſt of all concerned 


about the precious and immortal ſoul 
by which that body is inhabited; a ſoul 
that is . of the higheſt joys, or 


* 3 


a4 


deepeſt miſeries, this ſtate can afford; 
a ſoul which muſt be in felicity or woe 
for ever and ever, when the preſent 
world, and 1ts yain concerns, ſhall be 
no more. Oh gracious God! Thou 
ſeeſt my beating trembling heart, op- 
preſſed, and almoſt overwhelmed, when 
thinking on the vaſt importance of 
theſe things. A ſoul, an immortal ſoul, 
committed to my charge.. . in 
ſuch a world.... ſurrounded with 
ſo many ſnares and dangers... .. as 
united to a body of fin and death; a 
deſcendent from me, a guilty depraved 
creature; in the moſt hazardous and 
alarming ſituation ... . . a ſoul for 
which I muſt, in ſome ſenſe, as well 
as for my own, be accountable, in the 
day of final judgment : this hes with 
a heavy weight upon my mind. Oh! 
that this invaluable treaſure might be 
progigus in thy Ache! 


1 would 
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\ I would begin my addreſſes, at thy 
ſacred and tremendous throne, with 
molt earneſt and affectionate deſires, 
that the ſoul of this my beloved infant 
may be bound up in the bundle of life, 


Oh that my child might live before 


Thee! live, not merely an animal, bur, 
a rational, ſpiritual, celeſtial, and, at 


laſt, an eternal, life! Thou haſt a near 


and intimate acceſs to its thinking, 


reaſoning, powers; Thou art able, 
even in its tendereſt years, to ſanctify, 


and ſeal, and ſecure it for Thyſelf, 
Oh grant, that, it may be early diſtin- 
guiſhed as a child of God, and an heir 


of heaven! Be Thou its F ather, 


Friend, and Portion! 


Oh, let not my Lord be angry with 


me! 1 would plead, and urge, the 
matter at thy gracious footſtool. Haſt 


Thou but one bleſſing, oh my Father? 
i: there not a Pogue for thy people's 
children, 


„ 
children, as well as for their believing 
parents? Are they not allowed, alſo, 
to hope, that, their ſeed may be called 
the bleſſed of the Lord ? Haſt Thou 
not engaged to pour thy Spirit on their 
leed, and thy bleſſing upon their off- 
ſpring? that, they ſhall ſpring up as 
among the graſs, as willows by the 


water-courſes ? that, one ſhall ſay, I 


am the Lord's, and another ſhall call 
himſelf by the name of Jacob; and 


another ſhall ſubſcribe with his hand 


unto the Lord, and ſirname himſelt 
by the name of Iſrael? Did not thy 
Son, thy dear and well-beloved Son, 
while here, on earth, pronounce a bleſſ- 
ing on ſome of its infant- inhabitants? 
Did He not declare, that, even of ſuch 
was the kingdom of heaven? Is it nat 
a part of his care, as a compaſſionate 
Savior, a tender Shepherd over his 
flock, to cheriſh the helpleſs lambs, 
and ſecure them in his bolom? And 
1 15 may 
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| may I not be encouraged, from hence; 


to bring my dear little one, to lay it 
at thy feet, and lodge it under thy care? 
In the worthy Name of my great Re- 
deemer would I, therefore, at this time, 
chearfully, reſign it up to Thee. In 
thy gracious hand would I truſt its 
mortal, and immortal, concerns. Oh, 
that, God would bleſs it indeed! bleſs 


it with all bleffings, for the ſake of 


Jeſus Chriſt, to Whom, with the Fa- 
ther, and Holy Spirit, be all glory and 
honor, for ever and ever. Amen, 


. 
* 
1 * 3 * La FY 3 OF 


PRAYER II. 


H Thou great Parent of univer-= 
' fal nature, whoſe offspring all 


thy creatures, of the human race more 


eſpecially, are : adored be thy great 
and nn Name; Thou haſt been 
pleaſed 


. 
pleaſed to reveal Thyſelf as the Father 
of mercies, the God of all grace and 
conſolation. As ſuch, would I now 
approach Thee, with a ſacred rever- 
ence, with the lowlieſt awe. Through 
Jeſus Chriſt, thy firſt- born, only-be- 
gotten, and well- beloved, Son, I hum- 
bly intreat Thee to look down, with 


an eye of tenderneſs, on this thy child, 


my dear, though feeble, infant. O do 
Thou behold its various weakneſſes, 
conſider its numerous wants; ſupport 
it with thine all- ſuſtaining arm. Heal 
every malady under which it may labor: 
defend it from all thoſe dreadful evils 
10 which it 1s continually expoſed, 
Grant, that, from this earlieſt ſtage 
of life, it may be preſerved by thy 
faithful care. May it grow in ſtature, 
and be adorned with every needful 
grace! 


Father of ſpirits, do Thou illumi- 
nate its mind: ſhine into it with the 
beams 


e * * . 
— 4 * * * 


— P © » 4 
„ 3 1 ay cj OE I" RL 
K 8 7 = =.1 - . p 7 ” ' x 4 3 4 4 - — LIES o 
2 COR — 5 SY E Prone "EE > * no rt 2 
4 "AY & a 2 A a * = 
. : 


— 
22 . 


— EA 
= N v2* 


onde, mon 53 
2 

C & + 

o ” 


— Ing Wo 
* r 
5 


- EE 
— 


JI —_ = 8 22 D be: — ed » * IF 4. -* = Ll 2 W-- & 
Arb // Sree. or . 
F ˙—½— 2 — + - 2 ˙ . — =. oo ne g — 

—— 52 8 * ow 2 20 


r 
2 r 


: 7 ug. Oconee 
= ” AS > — 0 


LY 
1 | 
nd 
LY 
2 
2 
by 
1 
7 
* 4 
'S 
* 0 
4 
7 
F 


wh — * - 4 NT 3 
: hes _— 
RR — — — — 


. . r P 
oO: 23.206 Lt Cf £706 
* — 


4 W W — 
” = - * 2 


FR 
beams of intellectual light : fur᷑niſſi 
and feed it with all the fruits fair 
ſcience yields. O that it might abound 
in all uſeful knowledge, and be filled 
with wiſdom and underſtanding! 2 


But, moſt of all, would I bow the 
knee, with proſtrate reverence, at thy 
ſacred footſtool, O Thou who art of 


purer eyes than to behold iniquity, 


when I recolle&, that, this little de- 
ſcendent from me, a vile condemned 
ſinner, is a guilty and depraved crea- 


ture. As ſuch, I muſt confeſs, it can 
never be approved as righteous in thy 
ſight. It is ſubject to that awful judg- 
ment which, by one offence, is come; 
upon all men, to condemnation. It is 


involved in that fatal diſobedience 
whereby many, even all our infant- 


ſeed, are conſtituted ſinners. Moſt 
earneſtly would I intreat, that, it may 


be intereſted in Him by whoſe righte- | 
ouſneſs 


Ls 5] 


ouſneſs the free gift comes upon all 
to juſtification of life: that, as the 
dire effects of the firſt Adam's ſin, ſo, 
the ſalutary fruits of the ſecond Adam's 
obedience, may extend thereto likewiſe. 
O ſuffer it not, by unbelief, to intail 
upon itſelf the miſery of the one, or 
_ exclude itſelf from the benefit of the 
other. May it be, indeed, juſtified 
by the blood and righteouſneſs of our 
dear Lord Jeſus! May all its original 
_ guilt be expiated and done away, by 
the ſacrifice of our great High-prieſt 1 
Let it be crowned with the tokens of 
thine acceptance and favor! O that 
it might be thine in the bonds of a new 
and everlaſting covenant! That, thus, 
it might be an heir to all the bleſſings 
of thy heavenly kingdom ! — 


0 thou God of all grace, with whom 

alſo is the reſidue of the Spirit, and who 

haſt been pleaſed freely to promiſe his 
E needful 
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needful aids to them who aſk Thee for 


them: I humbly intreat Thee to. be- 


hold, and Pity, this precious babe, 


young and innocent as it may appear, 


nevertheleſs, as polluted and defiled 


by fin. Early do Thou implant with- 


in it, I humbly befeech Thee, all the 
ſacred principles of Chriftian virtue, 


and of real Godlineſs. Sanctify it from 
the womb. Seal it, by thy Spirit, as 


a veſſel choſen unto honor. Do Thou 
begin, ſaſtain, and improve in it the 
heavenly life, amidſt thoſe many weak- 


neſſes and temptations to which it will 
be, alas! ſo conſtantly expoſed. Do 


Thou ſow within its tender breaſt the 


precious ſeeds of devout and heavenly 


affections. Grant it may know and 
feel the one thing needful; and, in due 


time, chuſe that good part which ſhall 


never be taken away! I would deſire 
and pray, that, it may be a ſaint in- 
deed; thy ſervant in the midſt of a 


: X wicked 


1 

wicked and perverſe generation. Should 
it“ live,” may it experience, and con- 
tinually abide under, a growing ſenſe 
of its being before thine eye, and ac- 
_ countable at thy bar. Or, © ſhould 
it early be removed“ from this dying 

world, may it be fully dreſſed for a 
happy immortality. May it be put 
into poſſeſſion of thoſe ſubſtantial plea- 


| ſures, incorruptible, undefiled, and 


| which never fade away. 


O0, Thou who dwelleſt in the regions 
of eternal glory, mark this child for 
thine own. Grant, that, it may thus 
be an heir of God, a joint-heir with 

Jeſus Chriſt. Should its infant-body 

drop into the duſt, may its never- dying 

ſpirit be received to all the joys of 

Abraham's boſom! Or ſhould its can- 

tinuance here be protracted to a longer 

date, may it be gathered, at laſt, as a 


thock of corn which is fully ripe into 
WY the 
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the celeſtial garner | May 24 indulge 


the pleaſing hope, that, I ſhall ſtand 


with confidence before thy throne, 
and hear, as to myſelf, thine approv- 
ing voice, while I can ſay, not only, 


Here am I, Lord,” but, here, 


« alſo, is the child which Thou haſt 

« given me.“ O, my heavenly Father, 
my good and gracious God, with what 
extatic joy will it delight my fond pa- 
rental heart, to behold this lovely in- 
fant, this darling of my ſoul, advanced 
to all the dignity of a bleſſed angel; 


cloathed with ineffable, increaſing, 


glory; the bright reſemblance of Thy- 
felf, its Maker, and its God ! 


And for theſe important ends, O 
Thou who keepeſt covenant for ever, 


would I now preſent: this lovely babe 


at thy gracious footſtool. In the arms 
of faith, through Jeſus, the bleſſed, 
and only, Mediator, would I humbly, 

SE 3 and 


191 
and chearfully, offer it up unto Thee. 
As a ſacred, and invaluable, truſt, I 
commit it to thy watchful, guardian, 
care, deſiring of Thee to keep it until 
the great, important, day. I, from 


this preſent hour, give up, and re- 
nounce, all intereſt, and claim in it; 


conſidering it as no more mine, but 


God's; reſolving, now, in firm de- 


pendence on all- ſufficient grace, if 
Thou ſeeſt fit to call it hence, to give 


it up, at thy demand: or, ſhouldſt 
Thou ſpare it to my wiſh, determining 
to bring it up for Thee, and not for 
any other.. . . O do Thou hear, in 
heaven, thy dwelling- place, accept the 


gift, and bleſs the offerer, through 


Jesvs ChRisr, thy dear and well- 
beloved Son, to whom, with Thyſelf, 
and the Holy Spirit, be all glory and 
dominion aſcribed, both now, and for 

ever. Amen. 
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. me, now, ſtop a- 


I 70 ] 


C O N C LUS ION. 


N D, here, it may not be 
improper to make a ſolemn 


while and recolle& myſelf, Let me 
feriouſly conſider what I have been 
doing. I have preſented myſelf before 


| the glorious Majeſty of heaven and 


earth : before the heart-ſearching and 
rein-trying Gop. Thither have I been 
upon affairs of higheſt moment and 
concern. For my child, my much- 


loved babe, I have been ſoliciting the 


greateſt and the beſt of bleſſings; the 


trueſt happineſs for time, the pureſt 
| bliſs for never-ending ages. Let me 


feriouſly look within and aſk myſelf 
.... « Waſt thou, indeed, ſincere ? 
" * Or, haſt thou mocked the Father 

9 6 of 


1 
* of thy ſpirit with a vain formality? 
* Waft thou in earneſt, when preſent- 
* ing this precious gift before the ſa- 
* cred altar? Or, was it done with 
a wavering mind, and roving heart? 
* Haſt thou truly reſigned thine off- 
* ſpring, with a humble ſubmiſſion ? 
* Haſt thou given it up, and devoted 
„it, with a lively and evangelical] 
„ faith? In a word, Has the ſeryice 
e been conducted with a ſeriouſneſs, 
and integrity, which thine heart can 
« approye?... It ſo, thou mayſt look 
forward, to whatever ſhall befal i It, 
* with ſatisfaction and delight.” —_ 


$ 2. What, though my lovely charge 
ſhould be cut off, by an early, ſudden, 
and unexpected ſtroke ; may I not in- 
dulge a well- grounded hope, even, in 
its death? Hath not a kind, and 
gracious, Gop been pleaſed to promiſe, 
that He will be a Gop ag well to my 
TE Es oT=® 
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infant- ſeed as to myſelf? 1 will 


“ eſtabliſh an everlaſting covenant to 
ebe a Gop unto thee, and to thy ſeed 
“after thee . Now who may hope, 
that, they have an intereſt in theſe en- 


gagements, if they may not who con- 


ſecrate themſelves and their offspring 
to the Almighty's ſervice? All who 


partake of Abraham's faith, and piety, 


ſhall ſhare in the promiſes which he 
received. Burt, as my tender babe, if 


thus early cut off, cannot be ſaid, in 
any ſenſe, to enjoy this felicity, here, 
may I not juſtly conclude it will be 
poſſeſſed thereof in a better ſtate? 
He, to whom I have dedicated it, is a 
faithful, covenant-keeping, Gop; yet 
He permits it to continue ſubject to 
pain and calamity, ſuffering and diſ- 
treſs, torture, and even death itſelf : 
if, while this is the caſe, He is not 


A NAT to be called its Gop,” ſure- 


* * xvii. 7. 


ly, 


1 
ly, I may conclude, that, He hath 
"FH * for it a city.“ | 


The language of Gov's dear and 
well-beloved Son is, to me, moſt in- 
tereſting and delightful ; © Of ſuch,” 
ſays He, (of infants, little, helpleſs, 
but much-loved, infants, who were 
brought unto Him that He might 
bleſs them, of ſuch) is the kingdom 

of heaven.” As the good Shepherd, 
it was a part of his work, to carry the 
lambs in his arms, and to lay them in 
his boſom *. His affectionate care was, 
in ſome meaſure, diſcovered, when He, 
ſo repeatedly, gave that charge to one 
of his apoſtles, to feed his lambs +. 

And ſhall theſe vol diſcoveries of ; 


+> Ifa. xl. 11. 


+ John xxi. 15. It has been obſerved 
by ſome, that «pri, being the diminutive of 
afra, ſignifies the leaſt of my lambs. 

Vide Dodd. Fam, ue] in loc. 
the 


> org ns: — 0 8 * l "> 4 5 2 2 g 
* - „3 2 2 l = mo - 2 7 2 — 
3 


U 
8 \ 4 
bo 
1 
' 
[2 
„*. 
6 
7 
DP. 
+ 
v4! 
7 6 
A + 
14 
8 
T4 
"ff | 
- 5 
e Li 
1 
14 
* 
3 
12 
7 
1 70 
„ 
1 
7 
5 
. 
4 
* 
4 
* 
14 
£ — 
* 
t % 
. 
. 
5 
. 
45 
1 
yy 
ns 
? 4 
WW). 
IM 
„. 
rr 
N 
* 
* 
109. 
1 
bs 3 
3x 
"17 
12 
þ bh. 
19 
=, 
* of 
$5 
4 
4 
* 
5 5 
1 
+. 
"4 
bs 
2 
ll, 
„ 
"x 
* 
As 
"7a 
$47 
þ 
*A, 
{ 5 
A. 
AA, 
4 
$ . 
; LY 4 
4:58 
| 
EF » 
* vo 
+. 
_— 
. 
1 
1 
l 


4- 3 


22 Bk 
A . E 4) 

* — lets — 

* _ $8 


Ie, K A : . , - 
RE TO Won 
o A I Eos = ISLES 

- 2 OS 2 es EE 
— n * 


— 


= 4 

_ 3 

* } by 7 
4 


1 2 Kings iv. 26. 


74 ] 
the divine benignity, and grace, towards 
our infant-offspring, be of no account? 


Yet muſt they not be ſo eſtimated, as 


to all who die in their earlieſt years, 


unleſs, as to them, I believe they include 
the bleſſings of a future ſtate.? 


What, then, if He who taketh away, 
and none can hinder, ſhould, in in- 
finite wiſdom, ſee fit to write me child- 


is , I would not, willingly, dare to 


fret, or repine; but, in the pleaſing 
proſpect of my dear babe's beſt ad- 
vancement, endeavor to bleſs a taking, 


as well as a giving God . I will not 


indulge to, or harbour, the leaft anxi- 
ety for its final ſafety, nor fear, but, 


that, as to my dear child, it will be 
well TJ. A good Gop, I doubt not, 


will take it to the arms of his mercy, 
where it ſhall be abundantly happier | 


"M Jer. xxii. 30. ＋ Job 1. 21. 


than 


\ 


I 1] 


than my largeſt powers, and my ten- 


dereſt affections, could make it, here, 


It will go to the joys of paradiſe, to 
_ dwell amid all the delights of Abra- 
ham's boſom ; to be put in poſſeſſion 
of greater, and more ſubſtantial, riches 


than the « nobleſt patrimony I could 
leave behind me; treaſures, which, 


neither moth, nor ruſt, corrupt; and, 
where thieves do not break through 


and fteal *. © If they die from the 


„ womb,” ſays holy Job, © and give 


up the ghoſt when they come out 


aof the belly, they lie ſtill and are 
quiet, and ſhall be at reſt where the 


* wicked ceaſe from troubling +. I 


; would indulge the pleaſing hope, that, 


this my dear infant 1s intereſted in the 


- merits of a bleſſed Redeemer; that, 


when it dies to this world, it will ſleep 
in Jesus; as ſoon as it ſhall be abſent 


„ Matth. vi. 20. + Job ili, 11, 13, 17. 


from 


E 


| an the body, it will be preſent with 
the Loxp; and that, in the morning 
of the reſurrection, it ſhall be raiſed to 
glory, honor, and immortality ; then, 
cloathed in celeſtial attire, it ſhall ſtand 
upon mount Zion, with the general 
aſſembly and church of the Firſt-born, 
its, now, feeble voice ſtrengthened to 
join in the Hallelujahs of the day; 
and celebrate the high praiſes of Him 

who ſits upon the throne, and of the 
by Lamb, for ever and ever, 


of 5. 3. Yak bd, I may be ſum- 
moned, firſt, by an awful ſtroke, and 

leave my tender babe behind me, an 
infant-orphan. And this, to an eye of 

| ſenſe, muſt be a ſad event; the pro- 
ſpe& of it is big with fore diſtreſs. 
Yet, ſhould this be the caſe, reflecting 


on what I now have done, I would look 


forward to it, without any 9 
thoughts or anxious fears. Though 
me | earthly 


1 
earthly parents die, the univerſal Father 
lives. That Gop, who gave creation 
birth, ſuſtains the various tribes of be- 
ing; defends his numerous creatures 
from ſurrounding harm; and feeds us 
all with fruits of plenteouſneſs. He 
makes even birds, and beaſts, the ſub- 
jects of his care; and watches, by his 
providence, over the very flowers, and 
graſs, of the earth. Shall I, then, 
| ſuppoſe He will be inattentive to the 
young, and weak, of the human race? 
Shall I fear to intruſt my babe in his 
tender faithful hands, who is good to 
all, and whoſe mercy extends to all 
the reſt of his works? whoſe goodneſs 
endureth for ever? who ſtands en- 
gaged, by promiſe, not to forſake the 
work of his own hands? No. Rather 
let me, from his © general providence,” 
take encouragement to hope, that, tho? 
I ſhould be ſpeedily removed, it will, 
nevertheleſs, be well with my child. 
But, 


TW 


But, with greater ſatisfaction and 
delight, I view © his ſpecial declara- 


tions ;” the expreſſions of © peculiar 
© tenderneſs and affection,“ in his holy 


word, He, in whom we live, and 


move, and have our beings, hath been 


pracioully pleaſed to diſtinguiſh Him- 


ſelf as a © Father of the fatherleſs 37 
intimating, that, whatever helpleſs or- 
phans loſe, by the death of earthly 


parents, ſhall be abundantly compen- 
ſated by Him: that, He will intereſt 


Himſelf in their affairs; will watch 
over them, with an attentive eye; ſur- 


round them, with his protecting power; 


direct them, by his unerring wiſdom; 
and ſupply them, from the exhauſtleſs 
ftorehouſe of his liberality, and good- 
neſs. May I not indulge awell-grounded 


hope, that although, by death, both 


father and mother ſhould be obliged 


| do forſake our beloved child, yet the 


_ * Pſalm Ixviii. 5. 


Lord 


Tx 

Lonp will take it up“? Will He 
not ſhew Himſelf an Helper of the 
fatherleſs + ? To judge the fatherleſs 
and the oppreſſed, that the men of the 


earth may no more oppreſs +? Is it 


not plainly declared, concerning the 
fatherleſs, that, their Redeemer is 

mighty, He will plead their cauſe || ? 
that JIEHOvA is their Gop, in whom 
the fatherleſs findeth mercy 5 Let 
me, then, leave my fatherleſs children 
with Him; being well aſſured, that, 
He will pteferve and keep them alive J. 
Surely He, who hath enjoined it as an 

eſſential part of pure and undefiled re- 
ligion, to viſit ſuch, in their affliction, 
will not, Himſelf, be inattentive there- 
to; or, in ſuch circumſtances, leave 
them wholly deſtitute. 


* Pfalm xxvii. 10. t Pfalm x. 14. 
+ PC. x. 18. Prov. xxiii. 10, 11. 
I Hoſ. xiv. 3. I er. xlix. II, 


Les, - 
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Ves, though I ſhould die, and leave 
my dear babe a helpleſs orphan in a 
rude and barbarous world; having 


ſuch a providence, and ſuch th XY 


and, moſt of all, added hereto, © having 


.< ſolemnly and chearfully reſigned it 


to Him who is the Beſt of guardians 
and of friends ,” I am ſatisfied, that, 


.Gop will viſit and bleſs it with his pro- 


tection. A child of ſuch warm, and 


affectionate, prayers ſhall not be reject- 


ed. No, certainly; for my Gop will 
ſupply all its need, out of his abundant 


riches in glory, by CHRIST J sus. 
The children of his ſervants ſhall con- 


tinue, and their ſeed ſhall be eſtabliſhed 
before Him *. And who are his ſerv- 


ants, but ſuch as devote themſelves 
and their offspring to Him? I rejoice 
in the thought, that, as none have, 
hicherto, ſeen ſuch righteous perſons 
ae ſo neither ſhall any behold 


* Pſalm cii. 28. 


their 


* 
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heir ſeed begging bread+.-7'God will 


and tenderneſs towards my babe, either 


29 to things temporal or ſpiritual. He 


will, I doubt not, give uno it ſood 


and raiment, and all things which are 


needful and convenient for it: will 


appoint a conſtant guard of attending, 


angels to miniſter unto, it: will be its 


guide, even unto. death; Ves, and 1 


will humbly hope, that, the Gob of 
all grace will begin and carry on, upon 


its heart, a good work till the day of 


 CxrisT Jxsus. He will guide it by 
his counſel, and, afterward receive it 
to his glory. It is my deſire, and hope, 


that, when I depart, I may be with 
CuRIST H; and thither, in the appointed 


time, would I hope, my precious babe 


ſhall follow me. I rejoice in the pleaſ- 

ing thought, that, although we ſhould 

be ſeparated a while, by the ſtroke of 
+ Pſalm xxxvii. 25. 


5 death, 


T 8 } 
death, we ſhall be united and dwell 
together again; dwell together for ever, 
in that Preſence where the joy is com- 
plete and full; and at that Right Hand, 


where the er are abiding and 


perpetual. Do, then, with me, or 
„ with mine, Loxp, as ſeemeth good 
in thy ſight. Be thine appointments 
what they may, both as to parent or 
* child, whether for life or for death, 


Father, not ny will, but thine, be 


. done er 
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£ POEM on the BIRTH of a CHILD, 


By the late Rev. SAMUEL Davizs, A.M. 
"Preſident of the College at t Printe 
in New Ferſey. 


\H 0 U little wond'rous miniature of 
- 
Form'd by unerring Wiſdom's perfect "OR F 
Thou little ſtranger, from eternal night 
Emerging into life's immortal light ; _ 

Thou heir of worlds unknown, thou candidate 
For an important everlaſting ſtate, 
Where this young Ras ſhall its pow'rs ex- 

pand, 
Enlarging, rip 'ning ſtill, and never ſtand. 
This glimm'ring ſpark of being juſt now ſtruck 
From nothing by the all-creating Rock, 
To immortality ſhall flame and burn, 

When ſuns and ſtars to native darkneſs turn; 3 
Thou ſhalt the ruins of the world ſurvive, 
And through the rounds of endleſs ages live, 
Now thou art born into an anxious ſtate 

Of dubious trial for thy future fate: 
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The rize immenſe, 900 O!] ſevere the 2 
Another birth awaits thee, when the hour 


Arriyes,that lands thee on th? eternal ſhore, - 


(And C 1 tis 1 near, with "Oe haſte "twill 
come, 2 wt adla'y 
Thy « cradle 25 toward che . TEL mb) 


hen ſhall immortals ſay, A ſon is Per- 


| While thee as dead miſtaken mortals mourn ; 


From glory then to glory thou ſhalt riſe, 
Or ſink from deep to deeper twpſeries,; -- 1 


Aſcend perfection's everlaſting ſeals, 4. 
Or till deſcend from gulf to gulf it bel. 


Thou embryo angel, or thou infant —4 


A being now begun, but ne'er t ent! 


What boding fears a'father's heart torment, 


Trembling and anxious for the grand ævent, 


Leſt thy young ſoul, ſo late by heav n beſtou di 
Forget her father, and forget her Gov: 


1 elt, while impriſon'd in this houſe of clays.” 


| To, tyrant luſts ſhe fall an helpleſs prey: 


And leſt, deſcending; ſtill from bad 2-462 


Her immortality ſnould prove her curſ. 


Maker of fouls! avert. io dite à dom, 
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